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	 	 	 	 	 	             Harlan & Weaver is pleased to announce the publication 
	 	 	 	 	 	              of Louise Bourgeois's Spider Woman, 2005.  

                                                                                                    Drawn in drypoint on an oval-shaped copper plate, Spider 
	 	 	 	 	 	              Woman exemplifies Bourgeois's continued exploration of 
	 	 	 	 	 	              one of her most celebrated themes.  The spider has been 
                                                                                                    an admired and recurring subject in both her sculpture 
	 	 	 	 	 	              and her prints.  Representative of her mother, Bourgeois 
	 	 	 	 	 	              sees the spider as an industrious and creative metaphor, 
	 	 	 	 	 	              conjuring reference to the Bourgeois family's tapestry 
                                                                                                    restoration business.  In her 1995 suite of nine etchings 
                                                                                                    titled Ode à Ma Mère [Ode to my Mother], Bourgeois 
                                                                                                    relates the characteristics of a spider to her mother, who 
                                                                                                    rewove antique and threadbare tapestries: "…she was 
                                                                                                    deliberate, clever, patient, soothing, reasonable, dainty, 
                                                                                                    subtle, indispensable, neat and as useful as a spider." 
                                                                                                    A maternal and protective figure, Bourgeois's spider is 
                                                                                                    inarguably female and distinctly anthropomorphic.  In 
                                                                                                    Spider Woman, her most recent print of the subject, the 
                                                                                                    arachnid's human face balances between eight legs, 
                                                                                                    which stem from her twisted locks of hair; she ventures 
                                                                                                    forth from the moody red halo of her surroundings. 

A prolific printmaker, Bourgeois employs drypoint and engraving as her favorite of intaglio methods.  For Spider 
Woman, the drypoint line allows a fuzzy characteristic to the hair / legs, and provides the print with a textured and 
sculptural quality.  The distressed plate further enhances the image and confirms Bourgeois's artistic reuse of 
material; the background scuffs and scratches are a result of the plate's previous life as scrap copper. The soft red 
tone radiating around the figure, and echoing the plate's oval contour, is achieved by the printer's wiping of the 
plate and the amount of ink left on its surface.  This sort of peep-hole quality is a signature of many of Bourgeois's 
drypoints, and adds to the atmosphere of her imagery.

Inked in Bourgeois's favorite red, Spider Woman was printed in an edition of twenty-five, with seven APs, five PPs 
and one B.A.T.  The paper was handmade in Germany, with Bourgeois's initials ("LB") watermarked in the lower right 
corner.  The image was previously released in a 2004 edition of five on vintage cloth (now sold out).  

Spider Woman opens at $6,000.00, and will be available on a first come, first serve basis (limited to one per client).  
Please contact Harlan & Weaver for reservations or questions by emailing maggie@harlanandweaver.com or 
calling 212-925-5421.  We will also have the print available for viewing at the upcoming "Editions / Artists' Books Fair" 
in Chelsea (at the Starett Lehigh Building, 601 West 26th Street, 14th floor) from November 3 - 6.  
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