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Mark Strand, The Golden Frogs of Panama, 2009 
 
The dying sun gives way to the sightless moon, 
A dusting of dead leaves darkens the lawn, 
The Golden Frogs of Panama are gone. 
“Never too soon,” says the clean-shaven man 
Slouched in the rear of a black limousine; 
“Never too soon,” he repeats, looking down 
At his manicured nails, “so what if the green 
Is gone from Green Hill, if the north is flooded with rain 
And the southern jungles are dry as bone, 
It’s time to move on.” 

The Golden Frogs of Panama are gone. 
And the polar bear and whooping crane, 
And soon the panda and gorilla will go down, 
One by one, never to be seen again, 
Not by us, not by anyone. 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
Harlan & Weaver is pleased to announce the publication of a new print by Mark Strand: The 
Golden Frogs of Panama, 2009. 
 
The Golden Frogs of Panama provides an intimate view of Strand’s working process.  The 
evolution of his poem is mapped out in cursive long hand, punctuated by several drawings of 
wide-eyed frogs; Strand’s erasures, revisions and additions are evident.  Writing echoes the 
printmaking process: each medium produces drafts, or proofs, and thus a physical history of 
its progress.  Strand exploits this concept by laying out his drafts for The Golden Frogs on 
one page, the usually unseen history of his work’s development exposed and further 
redefined as image.  His handwriting is the painter’s gesture, the lines of a mind in active 
thought – abstract and calligraphic, but ultimately readable.  As Jorie Graham says in a 
related catalogue essay, “What is more capable of representing reality – a drawn image or 
a word?” 
 
The Golden Frogs of Panama was printed from a direct gravure plate in black ink on 
Hahnemühle bright white paper in an edition of 20.  A small edition of prints hand colored 
by the artist will also be available.  The print measures 20 ¾ x 31 inches.  It is a bleed print. 
The plate was made by Renaissance Press, New Hampshire.   
 
For additional information please contact Harlan & Weaver via telephone: 212-925-5421 
or email: inquiry@harlanandweaver.com.  Please note that availability is subject to change. 

TEL 212 925 5421   FAX 212 925 6456   WWW.HARLANANDWEAVER.COM 
 

mailto:inquiry@harlanandweaver.com

